

















ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN 2009

The Report distinguishes, hereinafter, between “cross-cutting” activities, with a bearing on Plan
Bleu work as a whole, and more thematic activities, with a bearing on the priority fields of action
of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD).

1. CROSS-CUTTING ACITVITIES

The Plan Bleu cross-cutting activities pertain
to multi-thematic works, such as the
production of the Report on the
Environment and Development, to global
issues, such as climate change, to the
development of methodological tools in
matter of prospective studies, to the design
of indicators, such as an IT system, as well as
to economic analysis.

1.1. Report on the State of the
Environment and Development in the
Mediterranean - 2009

Following a request by the Contracting
parties to the Barcelona Convention (Almeria
2008) to be provided with regular
information, every other year, on the state of
the environment in the Mediterranean and on
the main trends in matter of sustainable
development, the MAP entrusted Plan Bleu
with the mission of coordinating a dedicated
report. This being the first venture of its
kind, the production of this report was the
outcome of a significant collective work by
all MAP units, with each centre contributing
its knowledge and expertise to the evaluation
of the situation of the environment and
development in the region.

Based on a draft synopsis, it was elected to
formulate the analyses around some hundred
key questions: How does the climate evolve
in the Mediterranean? Is there sufficient
water in the Mediterranean? Are the marine
species in the Mediterranean endangered?
Are we heading for a reduction of pollution
of an industrial origin? Is there an
eutrophication problem in the
Mediterranean? Etc.

In view of the data and information available,
the Report thus highlights—in five major

sections—the particular vulnerability of the
Mediterranean region to climate change; the
characteristics of the natural resources and
environments, together with the challenges
pertaining to their conservation; the area
dynamics with a special focus on coastal
areas and urban areas; the sustainability of
the main economic activities, notably via the
implementation of measures for a disconnect
between development and environment
degradation; and the main sources of
pollution and the achievements made in
matter of combating pollution. The analyses
presented are complemented by a statistical
appendix providing the key data and
indicators.
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IN THE MEDITERRANEAN - 2009

The Report underscores the need to
consolidate the knowledge work to better
characterise this fragile region and monitor
its evolution. From the questions addressed
throughout this Report, there emerges, in



