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1. Urban development patterns and travel modes

2. Which evolutions in the future? 
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1. Urban development patternsé

Source : NOAA

Å2/3 of Mediterranean people are city -dwellers, 3/4 by 2030

ÅThe future will largely depend on cities, and not only on very large cities



Plenty of small and medium -sized cities in the Mediterranean

Northern-rim countries:

1887 urban agglomerations

Southern & Eastern countries: 

1505 urban agglomerations

Total of 22 countries and territories bordering the Mediterranean

Size of cities Number of cities             Share of urban population

> 1 million inhab.                      30 32%                

300 000 ð1 million                      83                                 18%

10 000 - 300 000                      3280                                 50%
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1. Urban development patternsé

Source: EU Joint Research Centre (MOLAND), Ispra

ÅHigh urban growth (3.6%/year in 1970-2000  ð2000-2025 projection 2%/year )

ÅVery dynamic unregulated housing (30 to 70%)

ÅInsufficient public housing policies Ą parallel land market

Istanbul

Åannual growth: >3%

Å+350,000 inhabitants/year

South & East: urban expansion with high demographic growth 
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1. Urban development patternsé 

Population growth & 
urban development

Source : EU. JRC ; EEA, 2006

UE - 1950-2000 : 

Åurban population growth Ą 33%

Åexpansion of built -up areas, 

incl. infrastructure Ą 78%

Northern Mediterranean countries: urban sprawl


