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1. Introduct ion  
 

In compliance with the first priority field �R�I���D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���´�0�H�G�L�W�H�U�U�D�Q�H�D�Q���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���I�R�U���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�µ�����0�6�6�'�����������������E�\���W�K�H���0�H�G�L�W�H�U�U�D�Q�H�D�Q���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����0�&�6�'����and 

in line with the Johannesburg Summit pledges, the aim of this report is to present the progress of the Israeli 

water sector in applying integrated water resources and demand management. This report elaborates on 

the four main areas addressed by the MSSD: (1) supporting demand management policies to stabilize water 

demand through reduction of water losses and wasteful use and to increase the added value of water used; 

(2) integrated management of catchments areas; (3) access to drinking water and sanitation; and (4) 

promoting participation, partnerships and cooperation.  

 

Israel, a semi-arid coun�W�U�\���� �U�H�O�L�H�V�� �P�R�V�W�O�\�� �R�Q�� �L�W�V�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���Z�D�W�H�U���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���� �$�V���V�X�F�K���� �W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V��
water planning, policies and management are highly challenged by climatic fluctuations and uncertainty in 

water availability. At the same time, multi-sectorial objectives are to be satisfied. Historic and current 

sectorial pressure, especially by the agricultural sector, economic and population growth, and an inefficient 

water demand management policy (until the late 1980's) resulted in deterioration (salinity and reduction of 

water tables) of the major water sources. Keeping supply and demand in equilibrium required Israel to 

introduce technological and structural innovations and changes in order to operate its water sector more 

efficiently. As a highly developed economy with a GDP per capita of $19,195 (2004), Israel's water sector 

has been experiencing both the costs and the benefits associated with a highly urbanized and industrialized 

economy. For example, high-density development of buildings and roads prevents rainfall from being 

naturally recharged into aquifers and thus reduces �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���� �$�O�V�R���� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
and advanced industry and highly industrialized agricultural sector contribute to pollution of natural water 

resources. At times, such po�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�V���D�Q���L�U�U�H�Y�H�U�V�L�E�O�H���G�D�P�D�J�H���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�·�V���V�F�D�U�F�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V��
causing a threat to its drinking water sources. At the same time, �,�V�U�D�H�O�·�V���V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O-developed 

economy results in an increasing standard of living and an increasing demand for water of high quality and 

reliability by its 6.87 million residents (Year 2004). Dealing with new preferences calls for innovative 

approaches and solutions. Having an advanced public and private research and development sector helps 

Israel to arrive at technological and economical solutions in the fields of water production and water 

treatment, including desalination plants and recycling and treatment facilities. 

  

In the international context, a �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�� �R�I�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�·�V�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�H�F�W�R�U��is its obligations to the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan as specified in the 1994 Peace Treaty and to the Palestinian Authority according to the 

Interim Oslo II Agreement. The challenge of managing trans-boundary resources is obviously not limited to 

water allocation but extends also to a dynamic sustainable management of surface and groundwater 

resources, to prevention of polluting those resources and to reclaiming and reusing wastewater. This 

challenge of achieving sustainable water development is subject to often-conflicting objectives among 

economic growth and development, environmental conservation and social equity.  

 

The Israel water law of 1959 vested with the Governmental Water and Sewage Authority (GWSA) (which 

replaced the Water Commission on 1.1.2007) the responsibility of conserving the water resources as well 

as allocating the water, as a regulator, efficiently and equitably for all uses and among all users. Until 1996, 

the Water Commission was part of the Ministry of Agriculture, after which it came under the Ministry of 

National Infrastructures. Other governmental offices hold responsibility with regard to the water sector. 

Pollution prevention and enforcement is led by the Ministry of Environmental Protection. Public health is 

observed and enforced by the Ministry of Health. The Ministry of interior is involved in technically advising 

and financially supporting water Master-plans in Municipalities and in supporting the establishment of Water 

Corporations that are forming according to the recent law of Water Corporations that calls for 

privatization of the water bodies within local authorities. Finally, the Ministry of Finance is involved in the 

financial aspects of the water sector. Lack of an on-going mechanism for inter-ministerial coordination of 

activities in the water sector hampers at times the achievement of the objectives of sustainable, efficient and 


