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1. Introduction

In compliance with the first priority fiellRl DFWLRQ SURSRVHG LQ WKH "OHGLWHUUDQH
'"HYHORSPHQWUN 066" E\ WKH OHGLWHUUDQHDQ &RPPLANYLRQ RQ 6
in line with the Johannesburg Summit pleddgles aim of this report is to present the progss of the Israeli

water sector in applying integrated water resources and demand management. This report elaborates on

the four main areas addressed by the MSSD: (1) supporting demand management policies to stabilize water
demand through reduction of watdosses and wasteful use and to increase the added value of water used,;

(2) integrated management of catchments areas; (3) access to drinking water and sanitation; and (4)
promoting participation, partnerships and cooperation

Israe) a semiarid counwU\ UHOLHV PRVWO\ RQ LWV QDWXUDO UHQHZDEOH ZD\
water planning, policies and management are highly challenged by climatic fluctuations and uncertainty in
water availability. At the same timenpulti-sectorial objectives re to be satisfiedHistoric and current

sectorial pressure, especially by the agricultural sector, economic and population growth, aredfiaient

water demand management policy (until the 1&880's) resulted in deterioration (salinity and reductioh

water tables) of the major water source&eeping supply and demand in equilibrium reqiiterael to

introduce technological and structural innovations and changesder to operate itswater sectormore

efficiently As a highly developed economy wia GDP per capita of $19,195 (2004), Islselater sector

has beerexperiencing both the costs and the benefits associated with a highly urbanized and industrialized
economy. For example, higlensty development of buildings and roads prewemainfall from being

naturally recharged into aquifers and thieslues WKH FRXQWU\-V SRWHQWLDO ZDWHU UH
and advanced industry and highly industrialized agricultural sector contribute to pollution of natural water
resources. At times, suchpPpOXWLRQ FUHDWHY DQ LUUHYHUVLEOH GDPDJH WR W
causing a threat to its drinking water sourced.the same time,, VUDHO -V VR SKL\géloppdVHG DQG
economyresults inan increasing standard of living and an incregdemand for wateof high quality and

reliability by its 6.87 million residentérear 2004) Dealing with new preferences calls for innovative
approaches and solutions. Having an advanced public and private research and development sector helps
Israel to arrive at technological and economical solutions in the fields of water production and water
treatment includingdesalinatiorplantsand recyclingind treatment facilities

In the international context, aFULWLFDO DVSHFW Rlis,itsbhigh@ong t& therHasheité FW R U
Kingdom of Jordan as specified in th@94 RaceTreaty and to thePalestinian Authorityccording to the

Interim Oslo Il Agreement. fie challenge of managing trdmsundary resources is obviously not limited to

water allocatbn but extends also to a dynamic sustainable management of surface and groundwater
resources to prevention of polluting those resourceand to reclaiming and reusing wastewatdihis
challenge of achieving sustainable water development is subject to-coftdiicting objectives among
economic growth and development, environmental conservation and social equity.

The Israel water law 0199 vested with theGovernmentaMW ater and Sewag@uthority (GWSA) (which
replacedthe Water Commission on 1.1.2007The responsibility of conserving the water resources as well
as allocatinghe water, as a regulatorefficiently and equitably for all uses and among all users. Until 1996,
the Water Commissionwas part of theMinistry of Agriculture after which it cameunder the Ministry of
National Infrastructures. Other governmental offices hold responsibility with regard to the water sector.
Pollution prevention and enforcement is led by the Ministry of Environmental Protection. Public health is
observed and enforced hiyie Ministry of Health. The Ministry of interior is involved in technically advising
and financially supporting water Masfgdans in Municipalities and inpporting the establishment of Water
Corporations that are forming according to the recent law of &ér Corporations that calls for
privatization of the water bodies withifocal authorities. Finally, the Ministry of Finance is involved in the
financial aspects of the water sector. Lack of angomg mechanism fonter-ministerialcoordination of
actiities in the water sectohampes at timesthe achievement of the objectives of sustainable, efficient and



