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A The development of a
Sustainable Tourism for thg
Maltese Islands must be 3
within the context of key
characteristics that imping
on achieving such an
approach to development
tourism

A The Maltese Islands, cove | o
an area of around 316 sqg =
have a population of abo
400,000 and a population
density of 1,300 per sq k

A Tourism is one main L e e T
development sector |} EN
competing with other
important sectors includin
construction, manufactur =S
and agriculture.
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A The approach taken in the past with regard to tourlsm developme
the mass tourism development model with little concern towards
environment as well as local communities. This has led to the de
a product offer which faces strong competition from other similar
In the Mediterranean but which to some degree have a greater c.
resources which allow them to develop new products.
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Arrivals

\ =B
Earnings

(*) in 1959 - 505
2006 (Sept) - 9170

In 1959 - 1218
2006 6 44,000

(*) in hotels and catering establishments
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Factors that conditioned tourism

development in the past

AA strong dependence on the British market
ABeaches the main product

ASeasonality peaking in summer months
AUnplanned expansion of tourist resorts
AThe Tourism Development Plan (1989)




Factors that conditioned tourism

development in the past (cont.)

AMain strategies in plddiversification, Reduce Seasonalit
Product Improvement

AEnvironmental and Planning Legislation in early 90s
ACarrying capacity Study




Reduce the adverse territorial and environmental impacts of
tourism, especially in existing coastal tourist areas

The /ac%k of appropriate planning of tourism
development in the past resulted in locating
such developments in sensitive areas,
particukarly along the coast. The
Development Planning Act in 1992 and the
Structuye Plan were the main regulating
instruments with regard to the use of the
land.

The Development Planning Act also gives
MEPA authority to schedule buildings as
well asidesignate Areas of Ecological
Importance and Sites of Scientific
Importance. This scheduling, particularly of
coastal cliffs and other coastal areas as well
as valleys and rural areas is an important
tool in ensuring the protection of sensitive
sites.




..... Reduce the aaverse territorial and environmental impacts of
tourism, especially in existing coastal tourist areas

The Malta Tourism Authority has also introduced
the voluntary Eco Certification scheme in 2002
for tourjst accommodation establishments .
Around 100 criteria were identified in the areas
of Wasfge management, energy saving, water
conservation measures as well as raising
awareniess amongst employees with regard to
their impact on the environment. Most of the 5
and 4 -star hotels participate in this scheme and
results have been positive.

Another initiative is the Special Thanks and
Recog/?/z‘/'on scheme (STAR) introduced by the
Malta Tourism Authority (MTA) to give public
recogm:’z‘/'on to all those who work directly or
/nd/'reczf/y in the tourism industry. This initiative
helps té increase the tourism culture amongst
the /océa/ population making them aware that
every small action from their part is an
/mporz‘ém‘ element in offering a positive holiday
experience to Visitors.




