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The proposed programme of activities for the next biennium is in line with the content of the 
Strategic Intervention Framework (SIF) adopted by the Blue Plan focal points meeting in 
Palermo in June 2007. It also takes account of progress made under the programme submitted 
for 2008-2009 as well as of the new context created by the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). 
Finally, it dovetails with the international calendar, which in 2010 will be marked in particular by 
the 10 year review of the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and follow-up 
to the states’ commitment to curb the loss of biodiversity. 

I. Cross-cutting activities 

1. MSSD assessment 

The 2010-2011 biennium will be marked first and foremost by an assessment of the activities 
conducted under the aegis of the MCSD, particularly those related to the follow-up of the 
Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD). It will also be an opportunity to 
update the MSSD regarding, on the one hand, progress made on the implementation of its 
provisions and, on the other, new initiatives which have emerged in the region, with the Union 
for the Mediterranean in the forefront. 

The Blue Plan is responsible for documenting the main MSSD indicators on a regular basis and is 
involved in the activities relating to climate change, water, energy, tourism, promoting sustainable 
agricultural and rural development and transport. As such, it intends to provide input to the 
planned evaluation work and to contribute to the updating of the strategy from its own corner 
and within its own field of competence. This will be achieved by setting aside a given number of 
man-hours per month to draw up an assessment of the activities conducted and to organise and 
(alongside the appropriate experts) conduct the discussions which will fuel the strategy. 

2. Follow-up of the MSSD implementation 

In addition and in line with its terms of reference, the Blue Plan will document the MSSD’s 34 
priority indictors and will endeavour to assess the progress made by the states in its 
implementation both at global level and under the various thematic chapters (Annex 1). This 
work will provide material for the second report on the environment and development, planned 
for 2011. It will also be made available to Blue Plan’s partners through a web interface drawn up 
in conjunction with Info/RAC within the framework of a new Information System on the 
Environment and Sustainable Development, compatible with similar instruments available at 
European level in particular (Annex 2).  

3. Climate change 

As far as climate change is concerned, following up on the work of the seminar held in Marseilles 
in October 2008 as well as the recommendations from the 13th MCSD, the Blue Plan will strive 
to specify the nature and scale of the expected impact, particularly in the key sectors of water and 
energy. To this end, it will propose a set of specific indicators to be documented (Annex 3). It 
will also start work on estimating the economic cost of the adaptation measures to be promoted 
through until 2015. Finally, the Blue Plan will be instrumental in leading the work of the various 
MAP components on this theme (Annex 4). 
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4. Economic evaluation 

On the economic level and in conjunction with SPA/RAC and MEDPOL, the Blue Plan will 
initiate work intended to produce an estimate of the economic value of the ecological services 
(ES) provided by the ecosystems which comprise the Mediterranean large marine ecosystem. The 
estimates of the values of the various ESs will be based on the Total Economic Value (TEV) 
methodological framework (Annex 5). 

5. Prospective 

As far as prospective work is concerned, within its own area of competence the Blue Plan will 
join a collective «Mediterranean 2030» exercise being run by various Mediterranean institutes 
involved in prospective work and which should result in a publication to be distributed to the 
UfM Heads of State and Government at their second meeting planned for mid 2010. For the 
territorial level it will propose that the « Imagine » method of territorial prospective analysis be 
rolled out, adapted in particular to the management of catchment basins and rural or urban 
development projects.  

II. « Thematic » activities 

1. Water 

At sectoral level and following up on the recommendations from the meeting of water ministers 
held in Jordan in December 2008, the Blue Plan will be instrumental in drafting the Strategy for 
Water in the Mediterranean, to be finalised in 2010. Drawing on the latest available data on the 
state of the resource and a trend scenario on evolving demand it will in particular strive to 
propose a regional water savings objective for the year 2025. It will subsequently study the 
relevance thereof, using economic information based largely on cost-benefit studies of various 
water management options, including short and long term environmental and social objectives. 

These economic analyses should also make it possible to estimate the financial savings potentially 
to be made by implementing WDM policies- through comparing with supply-based policies- and 
serve as a basis for improving inter-sectoral water efficiency (Annex 6). 

2. Energy 

In the energy sector and drawing on the results of the analyses conducted in 2007 and 2008 on 
the theme of « energy and climate change in the Mediterranean » (Annex 7), the Blue Plan will 
strive to: 

 Achieve a clear and precise vision of the region’s energy efficiency situation, using common 
indicators which can be compared between states. 

 Identify sticking points and potential leverage within states’ policies at both national and local 
level, in order to make progress on adapting to climate change, particularly in the building 
and water management sectors. 

 Highlight the costs (investment needs, training), the benefits or the additional cost of an 
alternative scenario adapted to climate change compared with a trend scenario, as well as the 
associated socio-economic changes and the benefits (economic growth, jobs, infrastructure 
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development, local and global pollution, quality of life) of the lines proposed in the building 
and water management sectors. 

 Identify and quantify investment needs and possible funding for the implementation of pro-
active adaptation policies, taking account of the impact of climate change and the need to 
reduce emissions.  

 Completely overhaul the Blue Plan’s regional « energy » and « water » scenarios, including the 
issues of adaptation to climate change, European policies and the Bali roadmap. 

3. Transport 

Based on a prospective study for 2025 for the international transport sector, which distinguishes 
three scenarios drawn up according to growth hypotheses, the cost of energy and taking account 
of differentiated environmental concerns, the Blue Plan will address the impact of maritime 
transport on the environment, paying particular attention to the development of port 
infrastructure. It will also consider the consequences for Mediterranean traffic of the opening up 
of new shipping routes in the Arctic Ocean (Annex 8). 

4. Cities 

Following the work initiated on urban mobility and the distribution of a recommendations guide 
on the subject, the Blue Plan will initiate a discussion process on the sustainable city in the 
Mediterranean (Annex 9). The aim will be to help translate the provisions of the MSSD’s 
« urban » chapter into action plans, highlighting examples of good practice relating in particular 
to land management, local governance and the funding of local services. This approach could 
foreshadow the drawing up of a « plan for sustainable urban development in the Mediterranean 
area », intended to: 

 Encourage a multi-cultural approach to urban issues and share a vision based on the diversity 
of local economic and social policies, 

 Present an overview of national, regional or local urban strategies throughout the 
Mediterranean basin,   

 Sketch out some basic approaches to compensate for the possible lack of or shortcomings in 
local planning, 

 Reconcile long term sustainability requirements and short term constraints further intensified 
by the local consequences of the global economic crisis, 

 Identify points of convergence and clarify the debate on the main contradictions, 

5. Waste 

In accordance with the CSD’s programme of work, the Blue Plan intends to address the issue of 
waste management, household waste in particular. Based on a sample of case studies the 
production, nature and flows of waste produced in the Mediterranean- household waste in 
particular- will be better defined, the various processing channels analysed and proposals made as 
to how product life cycles can be better taken into account in modes of production and 
consumption (Annex 10). 
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6. Agriculture and rural development 

Picking up on the recommendations from the workshop held in Bari in 2008 on promoting 
sustainable agriculture and rural development, the Blue Plan intends to better measure the 
environmental impact of farming practices and rural development policies observed in the 
Mediterranean, particularly regarding water resources and biodiversity. It also intends to better 
measure the economic value of wooded ecosystems and pastureland (Annex 11). 

7. Tourism 

In the area of tourism (Annex 11) and in accordance with the lines established at a July 2008 seminar 
on « Promoting sustainable tourism in the Mediterranean », the Blue Plan intends to undertake: 

 Work at regional level which will shed light on three main issues: 

 Energy management: air transport and tourism  

 Training and human resource management, 

 Yachting and cruising: facilities and infrastructure, pollution and waste. 

 Systemic and territorial work allowing the destination to be addressed as the basic unit for tourist 
development.  

 An analysis of the sustainability of tourist activity, particularly for local communities, in order to 
establish a typology of Mediterranean tourist destinations.  

 The documentation and monitoring of the MSSD’s priority (2) and additional (19) indicators for 
tourism.  

III. Activities under the « support » unit 

1. Quality 

ISO 9001 certified since February 2009, the Blue Plan will continue the quality approach it 
initiated in 2007, formalising all of its internal and external procedures and documenting and 
circulating its performance indicators. It will, moreover, continue its work to automate reporting-
related activities and render them paper-free. 

2. Communication 

As for communication, the Blue Plan will strive to consolidate its « flagship » publications- the Blue 
Plan newsletter, the Blue Plan Notes- and in conjunction with the coordinating unit will launch a 
survey intended to better determine the level of interest in its publications and their impact.  

3. Documentation 

On the documentation front, it is the Blue Plan’s intention to further extend its documentary 
base by some 400 new references per year and to encourage access thereto by making it 
accessible to all via the Blue Plan website. At the same time it intends to reorganise its « internet » 
site to make the content more accessible and facilitate consultation, aiming at some 5000 visits 
per month.  
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Annex 1 – Monitoring the implementation of the 
Mediterranean Strategy for sustainable development 
(indicators) 

1. General objectives 

To monitor states’ progress on environmental and sustainable development policy, including 
implementation of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development. Related policies and 
strategies or those stemming from the MSSD such as Horizon 2020, the Strategy for Water in the 
Mediterranean (SWM) and policies on adaptation to climate change will also be covered. 

2. Specific objectives 

2.1. Revising and defining indicators  

In view of previous exercises and according to the revision of the MSSD itself, the list of priority 
indicators will be revised and amended to ensure that it better corresponds to the objectives and 
availability of the information needed for calculation and analysis. 

For example, additional indicators could be selected to replace those priority indicators deemed 
less appropriate. 

2.2. Collection and calculation of indicators 

The information needed to calculate the indicators will be collected according to SIMEDD 
collection principles, depending on the availability of the information in international sources. 
The national technical focal points will make the necessary information available by tapping into 
the network of Mediterranean thematic experts and using the new SIMEDD functionalities. 

2.3. Analysis and distribution 

MSSD monitoring will draw in particular on a set of « indicator » fact sheets. These sheets will 
present an analysis of the trends observed in the form of tables, graphs and maps, referring in 
particular to the MSSD’s actions and objectives. 

The « priority indicator » fact sheets will be updated or revised with the SIMEDD data. 
Presentational fact sheets will be drawn up for the additional indicators. 

All these products- technical (definition) and presentational fact sheets- will be circulated through 
SIMEDD.  

These « indicator » sheets will provide input for the monitoring of MSSD implementation and 
the report on the environment and development.  

2.4. Cooperation and synergy 

Enhancing cooperation with the international and European institutions responsible for 
monitoring the strategies, policies and initiatives relating to the environment and sustainable 
development.  

The Blue Plan will contribute in particular to the monitoring of Horizon 2020 and adaptation to 
climate change policies with the EEA, of the Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean (SWM) 
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with the International Office for Water and the EMWIS, and to the Millennium Goals 10 year 
review and the work of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development. 

3. Planned activities 

3.1. Description 

Creation of a Steering committee and meetings thereof 

Experts’ meeting to revise the list of MSSD follow-up indicators (in conjunction with the 
MSSD’s?) 

Participation in the meetings organised by the institutions responsible for monitoring related 
initiatives. 

Organisation of an international seminar on monitoring the environment and sustainable 
development in the Mediterranean.  

3.2. 2010-2011 Timetable  

2010 Revision of the MSSD’s list of priority and additional indicators 

2010 Selection, definition and processing of the indicators linked to related strategies and 
initiatives 

2011 Drafting and circulation of  « indicator » fact sheets (new and updated) 
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Annex 2- Mediterranean Information System on the 
Environment and Sustainable Development (towards a 
shared information system)  

1. General objectives 

The aim of the Blue Plan as described in its 2007-2015 intervention framework is to consolidate 
the Mediterranean Information System on the Environment and Sustainable Development 
(SIMEDD), in order to make it easily accessible to anyone interested via a web interface. 

Over this biennium, the specific objectives relate to developing the functionalities for collecting 
and sharing information based on the contributions made by national technical focal points 
(national representatives).  

2. Specific objectives 

2.1. Developing the system 

The Blue Plan will develop the module for collecting and sharing information within the 
framework of the Infomap project, in compatibility with existing international (and European) 
systems. 

2.2. Collecting and sharing the information 

Information collection will be enhanced by drawing on a network of international and national 
partners and the setting up of a national technical focal points’ network (national representatives). 

Raw data will be shared according to distribution criteria chosen by the contributors.  

2.3. Processing, analysing and circulating the data 

In order to avoid duplicating information and activities, the Blue Plan will continue to collect and 
process data from easily accessible national and international sources. 

With the SIMEDD, once it has been processed it will be possible to circulate the information 
gleaned either from the national focal points or collected directly by the Blue Plan in the form of 
tables, graphs and maps along with metadata to the international standard. 

The « indicator» fact sheets on MSSD monitoring and implementation will be circulated through 
SIMEDD.  

2.4. Cooperation and synergy 

Enhancing cooperation with international and European institutions having implemented 
equivalent information systems (UNEP-GRID, EEA, …). 

This enhancement will cover development technologies, the network of partners and focal 
points, the data and metadata exchange format standards and the information itself. 

Information exchange with the international institutions will be covered by protocols of 
agreement.  
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3. Planned activities 

3.1. Description 

Setting up of a steering committee comprised of technical partners, producers and users, and 
meetings thereof. 

Experts’ meeting on the technical aspects and information. 

Selection process for the national technical focal points 

Participation in meetings organised by the institutions responsible for information systems. 

Development of collection and sharing modules within the InfoMAP framework (with 
Info/RAC?) 

Meeting (training, information) of the national technical focal points 

Updating of the data, metadata and data catalogue 

Technical and IT maintenance of the information system 

3.2. 2010-2011 Timetable 

2010  Setting up of the national technical focal points’ network 

  Development of the information collection and sharing module 

2011  Start of the information collection and sharing module 
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Annex 3 – Climate Change 

The Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention were gathered in Almeria on January 2008. 
Insisting on the adaptation efforts to be made by all the Mediterranean countries in order to 
reduce the climate change impacts, they highlighted the necessity to reinforce the regional and 
international cooperation in this area. 

The regional seminar organized by Blue Plan in October 2008 came to the conclusion of the 
opportunity, at the Mediterranean level, to take a peculiar look on the elaboration, calculation and 
the regular production of climate change impact indicators in the region, as well as on the 
measures to be implemented, their cost and their financing means. 

Based on these orientations, the work programme proposed for 2010-2011 will turn on the 
following objectives and activities. 

1. General objectives 

 To assess the foreseeable impact of climate change in the Mediterranean and ways to mitigate 
its impact at regional level, 

 To identify vulnerable areas and activities and support the development of specific adaptation 
strategies, 

 To contribute to building the capacity of Mediterranean countries to include responses to 
climate change (mitigation and adaptation) in their development processes. 

2. Specific objectives 

 To stimulate the activities of the MAP components in this field, 

 To propose a regional set of impact indicators, having analysed their feasibility and relevance, 

 To assist the states in producing them regularly, 

 To assess the scale and cost of the measures needed for adaptation. 

3. Planned activities 

 Drawing up of a set of 40 indicators, each of which includes the definition, calculation 
method, data sources to be mobilised and instructions for use: experts’ workshop, 
presentational workshops, 

 National reports presenting the production process for the indicators selected, 

 Regional report presenting pilot projects on adaptation for the agriculture and forestry, 
transport, coastal management and tourism sectors, 

 Presentational forum for investors and sponsors 

4. 2010-2011 Timetable 

2010 
 Indicators : experts’ workshop, presentational seminars 

 National reports on the production process 

2011 
 Regional report on the pilot projects 

 Regional forum 
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Annex 4 – Climate change in the Mediterranean 

1. Introduction 

This draft medium-term programme of work on climate change in the Mediterranean is largely 
the result of the recommendations made by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, 
who in January 2008 in Almeria: 

 Welcomed the work of the 13th meeting of the Contracting Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and the fourth report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change and in particular the adoption of the Bali Action Plan, 

 Stressed the adaptation effort that all countries are required to make in order to reduce the 
impact of climate change, 

 Decided to take the Tunis Declaration and Action Plan and the Rabat Declaration on Climate 
Change: Impacts, Preparedness and Adaptation Measures into consideration within the 
Mediterranean priorities. 

2. Programme objectives 

The general objectives of the proposed programme of work are:  

1) To assess the foreseeable impact of  climate change in the Mediterranean and ways of  
mitigating this impact at regional level. 

2) To identify the vulnerable zones and develop specific adaptation strategies, whilst taking 
account of  UNEP’s adaptation action plan.  

3) To build the capacity of  Mediterranean States to include responses to climate change 
(mitigation and adaptation) in their development processes. 

The focus of MAP’s work will be to include strategies on climate change mitigation and 
adaptation in sustainable development strategies.  

This work will in particular provide a back-up for efforts to create legislative, economic and 
institutional frameworks in line with the responses to be given to the climate change issue. 

As a means of support for the Mediterranean States in their efforts to adapt to a more unstable 
climate, the programme will analyse the resilience of those sectors identified as priorities and the 
options for enhancing it, and will pay particular attention to ecosystem management, economic 
incentives and preparing for potential disasters.  

On the mitigation front, the programme will assist the States in identifying the ways and means 
which will enable them to switch to lower greenhouse gas emissions (GGEs) production and 
consumption systems, making more rational use of energy and space whilst developing renewable 
forms of energy and reducing demand-side greenhouse gas emissions resulting from 
consumption. 

The knowledge gleaned and passed on through this programme will allow the Mediterranean 
States to:  

 Incorporate adaptation and climate change mitigation action within their national 
development processes, drawing on scientifically reliable information,  

 Reduce their GGEs  
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 Use low greenhouse gas emitting technology, financed in particular by the Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM) and develop activities eligible for the Adaptation Fund set 
up at the Bali Conference  

 Better adapt to the consequences of a hotter, dryer climate  

 Raise the awareness of their populations by promoting more sustainable ways of life, 

 Increase carbon capture through better land use, halting deforestation and combating 
desertification. 

The proposed programme comprises a «knowledge » section, one on « awareness raising and 
information » and a monitoring-assessment process for action undertaken 

The « knowledge » section will comprise the following activities:  

 The creation of a working party, the dual role of which will consist of encouraging the 
exchange of information on vulnerability to climate change in the Mediterranean and assisting 
the states in drawing up their adaptation strategies. This group will draw in particular on the 
results of major regional research programmes (Hymex, Circe, Medpol etc.), CAMP projects, 
GEF vulnerability studies and especially the « Indicators of vulnerability » programme which 
has been got underway by the Blue Plan. 

 An inventory by 2011 of the coastal and marine species and habitats most sensitive to climate 
change and the promotion of measures towards setting up a comprehensive network of 
MPAs in 2012.  

 Evaluation of greenhouse gas emissions from international transport.  

 Discussing the issue of possible inclusion of greenhouse gas emissions from international 
transport in national inventories.  

 Analysis of the possibilities provided by underwater CO2 capture 

 Analysis of the links between climate change and consumption 

The « awareness raising and information » section will be structured around three types 
of action:  

 Presentations of examples of greenhouse gas emission reduction which are both 
environmentally and economically beneficial, as well as successful national and regional 
adaptation strategies in vulnerable coastal zones in order to produce a knock-on effect. 

 Organisation of a regional seminar to present the financial mechanisms available for 
implementing UNEP’s adaptation objectives and the Bali roadmap. This seminar would be 
organised by BP/RAC along with the major sponsors (World Bank, EIB, Arab Development 
Bank, etc.)  

 Organisation of raising awareness activities on GGEs generated from international transport. 

 Production of publications, brochures and audiovisual material on energy efficiency, the 
carbon footprint, sustainable ways of life and consumption and vulnerability and adaptation 
indicators. 

Interest in this programme will be monitored by a set of indicators, which will reflect both the 
impact of climate change in the Mediterranean and what progress states have made on mitigation. 
BP/RAC will be entrusted with drawing up these indicators and, in conjunction with CP/RAC, 
will organise a series of scientific consultations in order to validate them as well as a seminar 
where they will be presented to the Contracting Parties. The Coordinating Unit will draw up a 
report on the implementation of all these climate change-related activities as a further tool to 
enable the Contracting Parties to monitor the progress of this programme. 
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3. Roles of the various players (institutions and partners) 

Political relevance Activities Expected results Distribution of 
responsibilities and tasks 

Indicators of 
implementation 

Partnerships, 
associated 
initiatives 

 
Enhancing knowledge of 
CC in the Mediterranean. 
Recommendations of the 
Parties (Almeria 2008) 

Set up a working group on 
adaptation. Propose «at 
risk » areas already identified 
and implement pilot 
adaptation projects 

Pilot adaptation projects. 
Relevant data and 
information collected and 
made available to pilot 
projects 

BP/RAC: coordination of work 
in cooperation with the other 
RACs 
 

Number of 
projects. Pilot 
adaptation projects 
supported by data 
and information 

CIRCE, CNRM, 
IPCT, Sésame, 
GIP-GECC, 
HyMex, MOON, 
MEDGOOS, 
MED POL reports 

Enhancing knowledge of 
CC in the Mediterranean  

Inventory of coastal and 
marine habitats sensitive to 
CC 

Setting up of an MPA 
network 

SPA/RAC: Initiate a climate 
change monitoring programme 
on key species or habitats in 
chosen protected areas 
BP and PAP/RAC: Analysis of 
the impact of this change on the 
populations concerned   

Inventory of the 
marine biodiversity 
situation in 
response to climate 
change, number of 
sensitive habitats 
or species 
monitored and 
number of SPAs 
taken into account 

CIRCE, IUCN, 
WWF 

Enhance political decision-
takers’ knowledge of 
global warming 
 
Examine the possibility of 
designating the 
Mediterranean Sea as an 
Emission Control Area 
(ECA) (Regional Strategy 
for Prevention of and 
Response to Marine 
Pollution from Ships, 
adopted by the Parties 
(Portoroz, 2005) 

Evaluate greenhouse gas 
emissions from merchant 
ships in the Mediterranean, 
as well as other sources of 
international transport using a 
consumption-based approach 

Raise awareness on the 
importance of ratifying and 
implementing MARPOL 
Annex VI (air pollution from 
ships) 

 

 
Availability of sound and 
reliable information on GGE 
from ships which can be used 
to discuss and propose the 
designation of the 
Mediterranean Sea as an 
Emission Control Area 
(ECA). 

 
 

REMPEC: Organisation of 
raising awareness activities 
leading to preparatory work for 
the ratification and 
implementation of MARPOL 
Annex VI on air pollution from 
ships. 
REMPEC: Evaluation of GGE 
from commercial ships in the 
Mediterranean, by using the 
relevant databases, taking also 
into consideration previous 
inventories carried out. 
CP/RAC: awareness-raising 
and development to include 
emissions from international 
goods transport into national 
greenhouse gas emissions 
accounting, using the 
consumption-based approach 

Number of 
countries including 
GG emissions from 
international goods 
transport in their 
national GG 
emissions 
accounts, using the 
consumption- 
based approach. 
Number of 
countries ratifying 
MARPOL Annex 
VI. 

SAFEMED, IMO, 
shipping industry, 
EEA, OECD, 
IIOA 

Enhancing the knowledge 
of political decision-takers 
on climate change: 
Tackling the links between 
consumption and climate 
change 

Evaluating consumption and 
climate change trends: 
Drawing up studies and 
initiatives on information from 
the consumption approach 
and greenhouse gases in the 
Mediterranean, identifying 
cooperation opportunities in 
the region (Barcelona 
Process, Free Trade Area, 
Med. Union) 

Monitoring of GG emissions 
from consumption, identifying 
cooperation opportunities in 
the region, monitoring of 
MSSD objective 3  
 

CP/RAC: Drawing up of studies 
and initiatives 
BLUE PLAN: involvement in the 
studies and initiatives 

Studies and 
initiatives  

EEA, OECD, 
IIOA, WWF,  
OCCC, 
MEDSTAT, etc 
 

MED POL Phase IV 
programme adopted by 
the Parties 

Drawing up a risk 
assessment framework and 
dealing with issues of liability 
and CO2 storage under the 
seabed 

Possible amendment of the 
Dumping Protocol to cover 
CO2 storage under the 
seabed 

 MED POL: Analysis of changes 
required to existing legal texts 
on EEZs or the high seas to 
allow such activities to develop  

Drafting of a risk 
assessment report 
and proposals to 
the CPs in order to 
include the 
development of 
underwater capture 

Industry and 
Bellona 
Foundation 

Awareness raising and 
information 

Presentation of successful 
adaptation strategies and 
good practices for reducing 
GG emissions in coastal 
zones 

Replication of good practices PAP/RAC: Including CC in the 
« Coastal Zone Management » 
Protocol 

Report and number 
of coastal zones 
including CC in 
their ICZM 

Local and 
national 
governments 

Awareness raising and 
information   

Regional seminar on 
financing climate change 
response policies 

Drawing up of national and/or 
regional strategies for funding 
the combating of climate 
change 

CP/ RAC: Energy efficiency 
financial instrument under the 
GRECO initiative 
BP/RAC: Organisation of the 
seminar, design of the various 
sessions  

Number of 
countries attending 
the seminar 

Sponsors 
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Political relevance Activities Expected results Distribution of 
responsibilities and tasks 

Indicators of 
implementation 

Partnerships, 
associated 
initiatives 

Awareness raising and 
information 

Awareness-raising material Adoption of sustainable ways 
of life by the population 

CP/RAC: Production of 
publications, brochures and 
audiovisual material on energy 
efficiency, the carbon footprint, 
sustainable ways of life and 
consumption  

Amount of 
documents and 
material prepared 

Consumer 
organisations, 
sustainable 
production and 
consumption 
research 
institutes, civil 
society, 
UNEP/DTIE 

Awareness raising and 
information/programme 
monitoring 

Drawing up indicators of 
impact and sources of 
climate change  

Adoption by the states of 
some or all of these 
indicators 
Adoption and use of the 
consumption GG emissions 
indicator by the states, 
including the MSSD towards 
monitoring the MSSD’s 
objective 3 

BP/RAC in collaboration with 
CP/RAC: Drawing up these 
indicators  
CP/RAC: consumption GG 
emissions 
The other RACs: analysis and 
comments on the indicators 

Number of 
countries using 
them and 
calculating them 
regularly  

EEA, OECD, 
IIOA 
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Annex 5 – The economic value of the ecological services 
provided by the Mediterranean marine ecosystems 

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment highlighted the links between biodiversity as a constant 
provider of ecological services, and the well-being of those who benefit from them. The 
commitment of the Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity to curb the loss of biodiversity by 2010- 
made in The Hague in 2002 (6th COP)- echoes this inter-dependency between individual well-
being and biodiversity.    

Within this context and in order to encourage consideration in public policies for the real value 
of the services provided by these ecosystems and thus help curb their erosion at regional level, in 
conjunction with SPA/RAC, MEDPOL and other partners, the Blue Plan has decided to assess 
the economic value of the ecological services provided by the ecosystems comprising the major 
Mediterranean marine ecosystem. 

This cross-cutting action will draw on previous Blue Plan work on tourism, MSSD monitoring 
indicators, climate change and the systemic and prospective approach as well as on its strategic 
partnership with Ifremer- the French Research Institute for the Sustainable Exploitation of the 
Sea. 

1. General objectives 

 To encourage the inclusion of the environment in decision-taking processes by developing 
the quantitative assessment of the value of the services provided by the ecosystems.  

 To support biodiversity conservation projects by providing quantitative and economic 
arguments.  

 To participate in regional initiatives towards conserving marine biodiversity and developing 
the economic ecosystem approach, in order to boost this approach in the Mediterranean.   

2. Specific objectives 

 To help improve assessment of the economic value of the ecological services provided by 
Mediterranean marine ecosystems, based on the proposals of the UN Integrated 
Environmental and Economic Accounting system (SEEA).  

 To assess the economic value produced by marine biodiversity conservation in the 
Mediterranean and contribute to the adaptation of available assessment methods.  

 To extend the Blue Plan’s expertise to the economic approach to marine and coastal 
ecosystems.  

3. Planned activities 

Implementation of this programme of work draws largely on funding from partners outside 
MAP. In accordance with the support forthcoming the intention is to:  

 Assess the regional economic value of the ecological services provided by the various 
ecosystems comprising the Mediterranean large marine ecosystem.  

 To assess the economic value produced by the implementation of marine biodiversity 
conservation policies at various Mediterranean pilot sites.  
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This programme of work will involve Mediterranean and European experts, ecologists and 
environmental economists.  

4. 2010-2011 Timetable 

2010 

 Results of the first assessment of the regional economic value produced by marine 
ecosystems.  

 Consolidation of a data base with an eye to re-assessing the regional economic value in 
2011. 

 Launch of case studies on marine biodiversity conservation.   

2011 
 Results of the re-assessment of the regional economic value.  

 Results of the case studies on marine biodiversity conservation.  
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Annex 6 – Water 

1. Context and overall objective 

Water demand management (WDM) has for more than ten years now been emerging as a central 
issue for water management in the Mediterranean. Thus, the improvement of integrated water 
resources and demand management has been selected as the first priority field of action of the 
MSSD (2005). It is also, alongside recourse to non conventional water resources, one of the 
priority axes for the future Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean which will be elaborated in 
the framework of the Union for the Mediterranean. The main objective of this 2010-2011 water 
programme is to support the Mediterranean countries in the elaboration, implementation and 
follow-up of WDM policies and, if need be, the sustainable development of non conventional 
water resources in order to face water shortage or scarcity situations. 

2. Specific objectives 

 Improving the current knowledge -at the regional, national and catchment area levels- on 
water resources and uses, pressures of water uses on resources and hazards; monitoring the 
progress made by each country in terms of water savings and water efficiency;  

 Strengthening the coordination and synergies between existing Euro-Mediterranean regional 
and national initiatives and networks on information and monitoring;  

 Improving the knowledge on the future impacts of climate change on water resources and 
promoting climate change adaptation measures;  

 Addressing the water-energy nexus, in particular taking into account the future development 
of non conventional water resources;  

 Developing and enhancing economic analyses which highlight the financial savings to be 
made through the implementation of WDM policies;  

 Favoring the exchange of experiences and best practices among the Mediterranean countries. 

3. Activities 

 Data and indicators: organization of the collection and dissemination of water information 
and data, follow-up of the MSSD water component indicators, contribution to the 
development of a “Mediterranean water information and monitoring system”; 

 Studies and prospective analyses: various studies related to WDM and non conventional 
water resources issues will be carried out by regional and national experts: water and 
adaptation to climate change, water and energy nexus, the recourse to desalination and 
wastewater reuse, economic approach to water management; 

 Communication and dissemination: production of synthesis reports to be disseminated 
to countries, regional and local authorities, international organizations, donors etc.; 
organization of regional conferences and workshops. 
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4. Agenda 

2010 

 General follow-up report on water indicators as a contribution to MDG assessment 

 Regional, national & case studies on water efficiency, non conventional water resources and 
economic analyses (as a contribution to the Mediterranean Water Strategy)   

 Water & climate change: hydrological modeling at Mediterranean scale 

2011 

 Contribution to biennial report on environment and development (water indicators) 

 Water & climate change: updating of water resources & demands prospective scenarios, 
study on adaptation measures 

 Preparation of the Regional workshop on WDM scheduled in 2012 
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Annex 7 - Energy 

1. General objectives 

Drawing on the results of the analyses conducted in 2007 and 2008 on the theme of « energy and 
climate change in the Mediterranean », which evidenced possible climate change in the 
Mediterranean and its effects, and led to the characterisation of the region’s energy system and 
the identification of low CO2 emissions scenarios which would allow the region to become 
instrumental in mitigating climate change, the Blue Plan will strive to identify those energy 
systems most apt for encouraging adaptation to climate change. 

2. Specific objectives 

The main aims are to: 

 Achieve a clear and precise vision of the region’s energy efficiency situation, using common 
indicators which can be compared between states. 

 Identify sticking points and potential leverage within states’ policies at both national and local 
level, in order to make progress on adapting to climate change, particularly in the building 
and water management sectors. 

 Highlight the costs (investment needs, training), the benefits or the additional cost of an 
alternative scenario adapted to climate change compared with a trend scenario, as well as the 
associated socio-economic changes and the benefits (economic growth, jobs, infrastructure 
development, local and global pollution, quality of life) of the lines proposed in the building 
and water management sectors. 

 Identify and quantify investment needs and possible funding for the implementation of pro-
active adaptation policies, taking account of the impact of climate change and the need to 
reduce emissions.  

 Completely overhaul the Blue Plan’s regional « energy » and « water » scenarios, including the 
issues of adaptation to climate change, European policies and the Bali roadmap. 

 Analyse the impact on employment of policies intended to reach sustainable energy 
objectives compatible with measures for adapting to climate change. 

 

Moreover, particular attention will be paid to monitoring and following-up work on the rise in 
sea levels as an effect of climate change. This is a key issue in the Mediterranean, given the 
potential impact on the coastal zones, the economic activities they support and the infrastructure 
they house.  

3. Activities 

The work planned largely consists of regional and/or national studies drawn up by Mediterranean 
experts and giving rise to reports and documents: 

Adapting the water-energy system to climate change: Updating the regional study and conducting two 
national studies in Egypt and Morocco. 

Adapting buildings: One regional and three national studies in Lebanon, Tunisia and Morocco. 

Developing scenarios. The previous two questions will be analysed in terms of sectoral trend and 
alternative scenarios for 2030 and/or 2050. The trend scenarios will be compared with alternative 
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scenarios including low emission adaptation options. The investment required to roll out these 
alternative solutions will be estimated so that cost/benefit analyses can be conducted as far as 
possible.  

Quantified energy efficiency indicators. Quantified energy efficiency indicators will be developed in the 
SEMCs, broken down by sector and comparable at regional level with the ones available on the 
northern banks. Some specific work will, moreover, be conducted to identify, calculate and 
harmonise the relevant indicators to illustrate the studies.  

Impact on employment: This will involve quantifying the net effect on employment of the sectoral or 
territorial measures advocated.  

Impact of a rise in sea levels: The study will establish an inventory of existing models and available 
data in order to identify the impact of a rise in sea levels on coastal infrastructure, the cost of this 
impact as well as the cost of adaptation measures compared with the cost of non action. 

4. Timetable 

The reports and documents will be submitted in accordance with the following estimated 
timetable: 

2010 
 « Water/energy » and  « Buildings/energy » : final output in the form of a regional report 

 Energy efficiency indicators: publication of the indicator analysis at regional level 

2011 

 Trend and alternative scenarios: publication of a report analysing the outcome of the 
scenarios 

 Rise in sea levels: publication of the analysis of the rise in sea level and its impact 

 Energy, sustainable development in the Mediterranean and the impact on employment: 
publication of the final report with the organisation of a hand-over seminar once the work 
is completed. 
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Annex 8 – Transport 

Based on a prospective study for 2025 for the international transport sector, which distinguishes 
three scenarios drawn up according to growth hypotheses, the cost of energy and taking account 
of differentiated environmental concerns, the Blue Plan will address the impact of maritime 
transport on the environment, paying particular attention to the development of port 
infrastructure. It will also consider the consequences for Mediterranean traffic of the opening up 
of new shipping routes in the Arctic Ocean. 

1. General objectives 

The aim is to imagine the development of international transport in the Mediterranean- goods 
transport in particular- showing that distance will or should become a determining factor.  

2. Specific objectives 

They will consist of: 

 Defining a more sustainable « integrated Mediterranean » scenario proposing an alternative to 
the globalisation scenario, which side-steps distance and impact. 

 Better targeting transport supply to avoid over-investment.  

 Assessing the impact of the Arctic opening up to the Mediterranean. 

 Assessing the possibilities for introducing a carbon market (quotas, taxes, dues…) to offset 
emissions. 

3. Activities 

They will largely consist of two studies intended to: 

 Assess the potentiality of flows transferred to more sustainable modes of transport, 

 Combine cost-based approaches to transport and their feasibility in the Mediterranean 
context, 

as well as a regional workshop to debate the various proposals for transferring flows and 
reducing their impact. This workshop will produce recommendations to be submitted to the 
Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development. 

4. Timetable 

2010 

 Promotion of the « integrated Mediterranean » scenario from the Blue Plan’s prospective 
study drawn up in 2009 and an analysis of the impact of the Arctic opening up to the 
Mediterranean. 

 Study on integrating external costs. 

2011  Promotion of the study on integrating external costs 
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Annex 9 - Cities 

1. General objectives 

The Blue Plan will initiate a discussion process on the sustainable city in the Mediterranean, 
which should mean that the provisions of the MSSD’s « urban » chapter can be translated into 
action plans, intended in particular to: 

 Present an overview of the national, regional or local urban strategies throughout the 
Mediterranean basin,   

 Encourage a multicultural approach to urban issues and share a vision based on the diversity 
of local economic and social policies. 

2. Specific objectives 

 To improve information and knowledge about changes in urban mobility related to the 
spread of cities, particularly in order to alert the decision-takers and players involved to the 
impact in sustainable development terms.  

 To identify some initial recommendations for the implementation of sustainable urban 
mobility steps in the Mediterranean, in order to tackle the dual issue of accessibility of urban 
areas for all and limiting the local and global environmental impact. 

3. Activities 

 Participating in the organisation of a (multi-partner) regional forum on urban mobility 
and sustainable development in the Mediterranean. Following up on the 2008 forum held in 
Skhirat, Morocco, the exchange between experts and/or decision takers on the essential 
issues of sustainable urban mobility in the cities of the Mediterranean will need to be taken 
further and perpetuated. 

 Producing a reference publication intended to establish a prospective appraisal of 
urban mobility in the Mediterranean, in order to identify the regional stakes and assist in 
defining suitable intervention strategies. This work will emerge from an analysis of the case 
studies conducted under the 2008/2009 programme of work, supplemented by more in-
depth specific thematic studies (land policy, local governance, local finances) and a summary 
of the forum’s work (exchange of experience and good practices). 

 Contributing to the implementation of observation tools and instruments to assist 
regional decision-taking, particularly by using locally sourced material to establish synthetic 
indicators to monitor the local and regional situation as well as contributing to the assessment 
of the MSSD’s orientations. 

4. Timetable 

2010  Participation in the organisation of a regional forum 

2011 
 Production of a reference publication 

 Creation of synthetic indicators 
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Annex 10 - Waste 

In accordance with the CSD’s programme of work, the Blue Plan intends to initiate a discussion 
process on the issue of waste management, household waste in particular.  

1. General objectives 

A sample of case studies will be used to better define the production, nature and flows of waste 
(particularly household waste) produced in the Mediterranean and to assess the risks it poses for 
the environment.  

2. Specific objectives 

Existing statistics on waste will be used to conduct a flow analysis, initially focusing on consumer 
goods entering the countries with an eye to improving forecasts on the composition and volume 
of waste. This analysis is intended to : 

 Describe changes in waste composition and their impact on the environment. 

 Establish trends in the quantity and composition of waste and compare them with existing 
waste collection and processing capacity.  

 Use scenarios on the cost of non-action to establish the gap between means and needs  

3. Activities 

They will consist of: 

 5-6 national studies on : the current policy and regulatory framework on waste, the collection 
and processing capacity of both the formal and the informal sectors, the environmental 
standards in force for waste processing and storage installations.  

 A regional study on a flow analysis of certain categories of consumer goods in the 
Mediterranean basin, in order to assess changes in volume linked to changes in modes of 
consumption and to define the follow-up indicators. The hypothesis behind this study is that 
in the long run all consumer goods end up as waste. 

 A regional study developing the concept of the Mediterranean as an eco-region with limited 
mitigation capacity, upon which waste has an impact. This cause-effect relationship should 
allow the cost of inaction to be estimated for the various impact categories in the model.  

 A regional study intended to consolidate all the data on trend and alternative scenarios for 
2025.  

 National handover workshops for the national studies and a regional closing workshop 
intended to highlight the importance of the Mediterranean as a trading area for goods but 
also impact. 
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4. Timetable 

2010 

 Drawing up of national studies  

 Organisation of national workshops to present the results of the national studies 

 Regional studies on flow analysis and impact 

2011 
 Drawing up of a regional study on data consolidation 

 Organisation of a regional closing workshop 
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Annex 11 - Agriculture and rural development  

1. General objectives 

As far as agriculture and rural development are concerned, the priority objectives will on the one 
hand consist of effectively using the work conducted over the 2008-2009 biennium and, on the 
other, monitoring the implementation and updating of the MSSD’s chapter on « Promoting 
sustainable agriculture and rural development ».  

2. Specific objectives 

For the purpose of promoting the implementation at national level of the recommendations 
which have emerged from previous work, the Blue Plan will strive to analyse:  

 The impact and pressure exerted by farming activity on natural resources and the rural 
environment and conversely the limits which this degradation is likely to impose on the 
global development of these societies (agricultural in particular), trends observed and possible 
alternatives. Water in agriculture is central to this issue. 

 The stakes (ecological, economic and social) relating to domestic biodiversity and its 
interaction with wild biodiversity. Forest ecosystems and pastureland will be studied within 
this framework, and particularly within the context of global warming.  

 The adaptation of national and regional agricultural policy (and rural policy where it exists) as 
well as cooperation and governance issues. 

3. Planned activities 

3.1. Description 

Activities will mainly consist of:  

 Drawing up maps and graphs, which are crucial to the legibility, visibility and circulation of 
the most recent and significant results. The Blue Plan’s website will be the main vector for 
circulating this visual information. These elements will in addition help to diversify the supply 
of illustrations for future reports on the environment and thematic publications. 

 Collecting data and calculating indicators. This activity will be conducted in conjunction with 
the national focal points and in synergy with the progress of the SIMEDD. This work is 
intended to assist states in shaping their NSSD. Moreover, these indicators are deemed to be 
indispensible for the comparative analysis and measurement of expected results. 

 Support for countries in drawing up and updating national rural development strategies and 
policies, ensuring that they are not limited to the economic components of agriculture alone, 
but also take account of the most recent progress and thinking relating to international 
agreements or within the European framework (e.g. European Commission’s white paper on 
adapting to climate change).   
This point is an integral part of the debate on the process for selecting or updating sectoral 
indicators, particularly in relation to the MDG 10 year review. 

The last two categories of activities will be carried by the working parties or steering committees.  
It is essential to the cohesion and synergy required between the groups and the MCSD that 
specialist members such as representatives of the national authorities responsible for converting 
the conclusions from the working groups into policy recommendations should participate.  
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Identifying the needs of decision takers in terms of environmental information, the identification 
of emerging practices, pilot projects and assistance in defining and quantifying operational 
objectives allowing obstacles to be overcome and commitments to be met will be amongst the 
main points of entry for this work.  

3.2. 2010-2011 Timetable 

2009  Illustrations, diffusion of sectoral indicators 

 Promotion of Mediterra, additional publications (Notes, MTR, articles…) 

 Contribution to the Blue Plan’s biennial report on the environment and sustainable 
development in the Mediterranean 

 Presentation of the recommendations to the MCSD 

 Working Group to launch the activities (WG1) 

2010  Additional studies if required (WG1 task) 

 Working Group to prepare events in countries (WG2-4) 

 National or sub-regional workshops 

 Additional collection of data  

 Contribution to the MSSD interim assessment 

2011  Optimisation of indicators and recommendations from the workshops 
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Annex 12 - Tourism  

1. General objectives 

Promoting sustainable tourism in the Mediterranean has been identified as one of the seven 
priority themes for the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development, which 
simultaneously pursues four main objectives: i) to highlight Mediterranean assets, (ii) to reduce 
the social divide, (iii) to change non-sustainable modes of production and consumption and 
ensure the sustainable management of natural resources, iv) to improve governance at local, 
national and regional level. 

2. Specific objectives 

2.1.1. At regional level  

In the field of energy management and combating climate change, the Blue Plan intends to 
produce detailed knowledge of past trends and the current situation as well as to provide a 
prospective vision of possible developments in the air transport/tourist numbers issue. The 
aim is to provide decision takers and operators with insight as to the possible options able to 
reduce the greenhouse gas emissions from tourism- related air transport. The adaptation means 
available to countries under more restrictive climate policies in the air transport field will be 
explored. 

In the yachting and cruising field, the Blue Plan aspires to provide information about facility 
and infrastructure needs for the development of water-based tourism as well as about the 
pollution and production of waste caused by this activity. The aim is to inform decision takers 
and operators of the means which need to be implemented in order to strike a new balance in 
yachting and cruising by exploiting the marine and nautical potential of countries in the South 
and East in particular, whilst ensuring that the negative impact and ensuing pollution are kept to 
a minimum and waste is managed in a sustainable fashion. 

2.1.2. At the tourist destinations 

The Blue Plan will develop an approach based on the DPSR1 framework, in order to establish 
tourism’s economic, ecological and social footprint in the destinations so that local decision 
takers can be provided with information which will allow the performance of the tourist sector to 
be improved for the well-being of local communities. 

An assessment of the sustainability profile of destinations in terms of images to be promoted 
will be the first stage in a framework programme for promoting the Mediterranean (Point 3 of 
the Orientations and Actions in the MSSD’s Tourism chapter). 

2.1.3. MSSD monitoring indicators 

The information provided by and analysis of the priority and additional indicators will allow the 
progress made by states towards developing sustainable tourism to be assessed and will 
contribute to the identification of the means to be implemented to ensure that the sector meets 
the criteria on environmental, social and economic sustainability.  
                                                           
1 Driving force, Pression, State, Response 
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3. Activities  

 Creation of a steering committee  

 Drafting of terms of reference 

 Selection of experts and destinations  

 Launch of the studies 

 Meetings to discuss and monitor the interim reports 

 Final reports 

 Regional seminar 

 Circulation/Communication of results 

4. 2010-2011 Timetable 

2009  Steering committee, terms of reference, selection of experts and destinations 

2010  Drafting of studies, consultative meetings, monitoring of work  

2011  Regional seminar, circulation/communication of results 

 

 




